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***JOINT STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE*** 

 
 

EUROPEAN CIVIL SOCIETY CALLS UPON THE  
OPEN WORKING GROUP ON SDGs TO SUPPORT SRHR  

 
(Brussels, 30 April 2014) Over 87 European NGOs across 42 European countries joined forces this week 
to call upon their governments and other likeminded states to express strong support for universal 
access to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) at the upcoming 11th session of the Open 
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  
 
The Open Working Group will meet 5-9 May 2014 in New York to continue the consultations around 
specific focus areas from which the SDGs will be developed. Negotiations around specific goals, targets 
and indicators will culminate in the adoption of the group’s report this summer. The report - to be 
officially presented at the 69th session of the UN General Assembly- will be one of the main reference 
texts to guide the intergovernmental negotiations at UN level that will end in September 2015 with the 
adoption of the new post-2015 development agenda. 
 
Through a joint position paper, representatives from the European SRHR civil society called on their 
governments to live up to the pledge - made at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) in June 2012 – to work toward an aspirational set of Sustainable Development 
Goals. In a letter addressed to all European delegations, the members of the EuroNGOs, Countdown 
2015 Europe, IPPF EN and ASTRA networks stated: “A truly transformative agenda requires going 
beyond the minimum standards set out in the 1990s. In doing so it must recognize that sexual and 
reproductive health and rights: cut across the economic, social and environmental components of 
sustainable development; contribute to accelerate progress under each of the current MDGs; and are key 
components of the measures that must be taken to respect and protect human rights, empower women 
and young people and eliminate inequalities.” 
 
The group, who advocates for universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights in the post-
2015 agenda, formulated its call around five concrete asks:  
1. A Gender Equality, Women’s Empowerment and Women’s rights stand-alone goal with specific 

SRHR targets as well as the integration of these issues through targets and indicators across the 
framework; 

2. A specific target under the Health stand-alone goal on ‘Universal Access to SRHR’; 
3. Addressing Population Dynamics in the SDGs from a human rights perspective and as a cross-cutting 

issue; 
4. A specific target on ‘comprehensive sexuality education’ under the Education stand-alone goal ; and 
5. A special focus on young people and adolescents’ needs through specific targets and indicators 

across the framework. 
 
 
- Ends - 
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Notes to editors: 
For more information on our work, please visit the following websites:  
The European NGOs for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, Population and Development 
(EuroNGOs):  http://www.eurongos.org  
Countdown 2015 Europe:  http://www.countdown2015europe.org/ 
The International Planned Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPF EN): http://www.ippfen.org/ 
ASTRA Network, the Central and Eastern European Women’s Network for Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights: http://www.astra.org.pl/                                                                                   
 
Contacts: 
EuroNGOs: patriziapompili@eurongos.org  
Countdown 2015 Europe: ahuybrechts@ippfen.org 
IPPF EN: CNielsen@ippfen.org  
ASTRA: federa@astra.org.pl  
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